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Education 

 Amelia Petersen - Harvard University – The Superintendent introduced Harvard Graduate 
Student Amelia Petersen, who is visiting our district to begin research on a book about 
transformation in education, under the supervision of her Advisor.  She will be back again in 
May and continue her research on studying innovation and deeper learning as it 
progresses.  Amelia is particularly interested in programs such as the Land Based Program 
and the Community Classroom, as well as in teachers that have embraced the 
transformed curriculum and the impacts of the changes on students and staff.  The 
Cowichan Valley School District is one of four districts being studied; the 3 other Districts are 
American. 
 
Bill 28 Update – The Superintendent advised that the Ministry of Education and the BCTF 
came to an agreement on the weekend resolving the Bill 28 Class Size and Composition 
requirements.  Staff is now reviewing the implementation implications of the new class size 
and composition limits and impact on budget planning and processes.   
 
District Update – The Superintendent reported on the following activities around the district: 
 
Alexander Elementary – Donation for School Kitchen - At the quarterly meeting of the 100 
Women Who Care Cowichan, they voted Alexander Elementary to be the recipient of a 
$21,300 donation for the school kitchen.   
 
 

Board 

Policy 5020 – Financial Hardship Policy – The Board of Education adopted new Policy 5020 
– Financial Hardship, affirming their commitment to providing a wide range of educational 
opportunities for all students and ensuring that financial hardship will not become a barrier 
to participation in school activities or programs.  The policy can be viewed at 
https://bcsd79.civicweb.net/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?Id=38927.  Administrative 
procedures are being developed and will be ready shortly. 



  

 

Superintendent Update, continued 
 
Tansor Elementary – Kitchen Grant from Island Savings - Tansor Elementary received a Grant 
of $1,200 from the Island Savings GIFT Program to put towards the new kitchen for the 
school’s Foods Program.  Thank You to Chris Waddell and his staff for the kind donation.  The 
money was raised through their Jean’s Day Program last year. 
 
CVOLC – Bat House Project - CVOLC students are prefabricating projects for early years 
students to paint and assemble.   such as the Bat House Project, designed and 
prefabricated by grade 10-12 alternate students and then assembled with a kindergarten 
class at Ecole Mt. Prevost. 
 
Frances Kelsey Secondary – TASK Program - The Trades and Apprenticeship Foundational 
Skills and Knowledge (TASK) Program is in full swing at Frances Kelsey Secondary.  This 
popular one-term course was designed in cooperation with the Camosun College South 
Island Partnership and is taught by a College instructor as well as a Frances Kelsey teacher.  
The eighteen Grade 11 and 12 students are experiencing a variety of trades including 
carpentry, drywall, electrical, sheet metal, welding, plumbing, machining, general 
maintenance, installation, inspection, demolition, testing and troubleshooting.  The course is 
taught on-site at Frances Kelsey, two full days per week (Tuesdays and Thursdays) plus 
eleven days at Camosun College’s Interurban Campus for plumbing/pipefitting, sheet 
metal fabrication and welding.  The students are currently building a permanent out 
building at Frances Kelsey and at Discovery Elementary.  The experience gained in this 
program will give students: 
 

• Dual Credit (Secondary and Post-Secondary) 
• An introduction to SD79 ACE-IT Programs 
• Certification in WHMIS, Fall Protection and Confined Space Entry 
• Skills to gain employment and/or enter an apprenticeship 

 
Many of the former TASK students have gone on to participate in trades programs at 
Camosun and VIU, some during their Grade 12 year.  Frances Kelsey Secondary is pleased 
that they will be able to offer the TASK program again during the 2017-18 school year. 
 
Shaw TV Production – The Superintendent reported that Shaw TV is in the District this week 
working on a story focused on the new curriculum and the types of programs it enables.  
The reporter has been shooting footage of students and teachers, who are explaining the 
impacts of educational transformation. 
 

Education, continued 
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Schedule of Upcoming Meetings and Events 
   
Event Date/Time Location 

DSAC Meeting March 8, 10:00 am CVOLC 

Board Planning Session March 9, 4:00 pm Yuxwule’ Eagle Room 

Board Education and Business 
Committee Meeting 

March 28, 4:00 pm Yuxwule’ Eagle Room 

Closed Board Meeting April 4, 3:30 pm Yuxwule’ Eagle Room 

Open Board Meeting April 4, 4:30 pm Yuxwule’ Eagle Room  

 

Business 

Financial Projection Update – The Secretary-Treasurer provided a Financial Projection 
update, indicating that the district is still likely to have a healthy surplus at year-end.   
 
BC Classroom Fund – The Secretary-Treasurer spoke about the recently announced 
Ministry of Education initiative to provide $27.4 million to schools in the province for 
classroom supplies.  While not formally announced, it is expected that our district will 
receive approximately $380,000.  There is flexibility for the Board to make decisions based 
on the local needs of our parent and school communities.   


