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We acknowledge that for thousands of years
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Halalt, Penelakut, Stz'uminus, & Lyackson
Peoples have walked gently on the unceded
territories where we now live, work, and play.
We are committed to ensuring a healthy
educational
environment
for
our
xe’xe’smun’eem, our sacred children, that is
based on science and inclusive of traditional
knowledge and history.

SCHOOL CONTACT:
Mike Martin

SCHOOL CONTACT
NUMBER:
250-748-8724

SCHOOL CONTACT
EMAIL:
mmartin@sd79.bc.ca

DISTRICT INFO:

Web Resources and Information

PROVINCIAL INFO:

B.C.’s Back to School Plan

LEARNING
GROUPS
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Describe the Learning Group model in the school.
To begin the year, learning groups at Alex Aitken will be based on individual classes. During
this initial time, learning group size will range from 15-25 students. Final learning group
composition will be determined after staff collaboration on September 8th and 9th. After
staff collaboration, learning groups may:
•
- consist of a single class (15-25 students)
•
- consist of 2 or 3 classes of similar aged peers (not exceeding 60 people –
including adults)
•
- consist of 2 buddy classes (not exceeding 60 people - including adults)

HEALTH AND
SAFETY
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What specific Health and Safety Plans are in place for students
and staff?
Learning Groups
Students and staff will be organized in learning groups that will not exceed 60 individuals. In most
cases these learning groups will be well below 60 (may consist of a single class). Members of a
learning group must minimize physical contact. When interacting with individuals not in their
learning groups, students should minimize physical contact when outdoors and maintain a 2m
physical distance when indoors. The number of adults who interact with a learning group will be
minimized. When possible, adults will be assigned to a particular learning group. Adults working
with multiple learning groups will maintain a 2m distance. Adults that are not part of a learning
group and who can not maintain a distance of 2m will be required to wear a non-medical face mask.
Daily Schedule
A common start-time and end of day time will be implemented with social distancing being
enforced. Parents will be encouraged to drop-off and pick up their child, off of school property. This
will limit the interaction of individuals outside of "social bubbles". Students will utilize individual
exterior classroom doors when entering and exiting the school. Two separate lunch times will be
scheduled. The student population will be divided into two groups, each having a separate lunch
break. Lunch groupings will be a combination of primary and intermediate learning groups to spread
the students in different playground areas. Recess breaks will be at the discretion of the teacher
while ensuring outside usage is below 50% of the student population.
Physical Distancing
To support physical distance the following strategies will be utilized:
- avoidance of close greetings (hugs, handshakes)
- regular reminders to students about keeping their hands to themselves within a learning group
- regular reminders to students about keeping a 2m distance if outside of a learning group
- arranging desks so that students are not facing each other and using assigned seating
- traveling outside when possible and utilizing exterior classroom entrances
- hallway traffic flow planning using signage and floor markings
- signage and regular conversations encouraging physical distancing
Hand Hygiene
All staff and students will practice diligent hand hygiene. Regular opportunities for education and
practice will be encouraged. Hands will be washed: upon arrival, before/after breaks, when
handling food, after using the bathroom, when transitioning to a new learning space, after
sneezing/coughing.
Personal Items
Students and staff will be encouraged to only bring personal items that are essential. These items
are not to be shared and should be labeled to discourage sharing.
Food Safety

DIVERSE
ABILITIES
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Describe the plan to support students with diverse abilities.
Students with Diverse Abilities / Disabilities will be included in learning groups (cohorts) supported
by staff and district itinerant staff as needed.
Transition plans for a safe return to school (including IEP goals) will be reviewed in consultation
with families and staff. Families will be required to complete the Daily Self Check for all students.
Families with children who require extra support are encouraged to reach out to their school principal
to discuss a safe transition to school. Families with children with diverse abilities considering
Distributed Learning, please contact your school principal.
According to the Provincial Health Officer and the Center for Disease Control, most children who
are immunocompromised can return to in-class instruction where safety measures are in place.
Should your child(ren) have a severe immune compromised condition, please consult with your
school principal and your medical practitioner. Families seeking an alternative to in-class instruction,
and who do not wish to register their child in a distributed learning program or homeschooling, are
encouraged to provide a doctor's note with specific information regarding the medical needs of the
child which will assist the school team with planning for the continuity of learning. Schools will
work with these families to ensure continuity of learning and supports are provided with
accommodation. Specific accommodations for each child need to be developed in collaboration with
families and school staff. School staff are committed to working with all families to ensure a safe and
healthy return to school.

COMMUNICATION
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How will the school keep parents and students informed?
Parents and students will be informed through email on a regular basis. This will include changes to
Health and Safety guidelines, changes to school routines and general updates/reminders. The
monthly newsletter will also be used to communicate important information. Parents will be
encouraged to check the district website and Facebook page for updated information.
Students will be kept informed and educated through regular conversations and lessons with staff.

