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Describe the Learning Group model in the school.
A learning group is a group of students and staff who remain together throughout the school quarter, semester or year
and who primarily interact with each other. Learning groups were recommended by the Provincial Health Officer to
help reduce the transmission of COVID-19. Ministry of Education’s “Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for
K-12 Setting”
Compared to other public settings, schools have a relatively consistent set of people accessing the building. Learning
groups further reduce the number of interactions between students and staff. This helps with contact tracing and limits
interruptions to learning if a case of COVID-19 is confirmed in a learning group.

At Chemainus Secondary, our Learning Groups will be organized by grade.
Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 9
Grade 10
Grades 11/12 (will be a combined cohort)
ALL Learning Groups will be under the Ministry of Education's required size of 120 (which includes staff AND students)
for secondary students. Learning group size limits were established by provincial medical health officers based on a
number of considerations including:
Compared to some other community settings schools are considered “controlled environments” in that they
have a comprehensive set of safety measures in place, a consistent and limited group of people accessing the building,
and the majority of those people are children who are at lower risk for transmitting COVID-19. The combination of
these features reduces the risk of bringing more children and youth together in schools. Ministry of Education’s
“Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 Setting”
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What specific Health and Safety Plans are in place for students
and staff?
Special safety measures help create safe schools and reduce the spread of COVID-19. These extra layers of protection
measures work well in schools because they're controlled environments that have:
•
Consistent groups of people
•
Robust illness policies for students and staff
•
The ability to have most people follow effective personal practices like hand washing
We are committed to ensuring that Chemainus Secondary is a safe place to learn for students and staff. We must
adhere to all of the Ministry of Education's Guidelines for K-12 Education as well as Worksafe BC protocols.
Cleaning Protocols:
- Our school will have general daily cleaning protocols along with additional cleaning of high touch areas (door knobs,
light switches, bathrooms, etc) at least twice in a 24 hour period.
- Hand sanitizing stations will be available at designated entries and hand sanitizer and disinfectant solution will be
available in every classroom.
Moving through the building:
- Traffic flow through the school will be managed to reduce crowding and allow steady flow.
- Directional floor markings and signage will be used throughout the building.
- Staircases will be one directional and entry doors will be labelled by learning group.
- Student bathrooms will be assigned by grade.
- Lockers will NOT be used to ensure ample hallway space and avoid crowding. Students will be required to carry their
belongings in a backpack/bag.
- Masks will be required (as per MOE guidelines) in high traffic areas (such as hallways, buses) or in spaces where
physical distancing cannot occur. Two non-medical masks will be provided to all staff and students. In addition, a
supply of disposable masks will be available by request.
Daily health check:
- Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other
infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school.
- If a student develops symptoms while at home, parents or caregivers must keep their child at home until they have
been assessed by a health care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases, and their symptoms have
resolved.
- Staff will also be required to do their own daily health check before coming to work.
- Should a student become ill at school, they will be isolated and a parent/guardian will be required to pick them up
and contact a health professional or call 8-1-1. School Admin will report this illness to the Provincial Health Office, who
will guide our next steps.
Arrival/entry to school:
-School doors will not open until 8:15. Should students arrive before that time they will need to muster in designated
spots at the back of the school, organized by learning group.
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What changes to course scheduling have been made?
In order to accommodate the Ministry of Education's guidelines for a safe return to school, we had to shift our
timetable from a linear (grade 7/8) and semestered (grade 9-12) model to a quarter system model for ALL grades.
The quarter system divides up the school year into 4 - 10 week terms, called quarters. In each term, students will only
have two classes: one in the morning and another in the afternoon. By the end of the school year, all 8 courses will be
completed, which is equal to a full year in a linear or semestered timetable.
Advantages of the quarter system:
- Reduces number of transitions in a day from four to two
- Students only work on 2 courses at a time and allows students to have a more concentrated length of time to delve
deeper into the learning.
- The learning group bubble is at a maximum of 60 students for the entire quarter.
- For grades 9-12: allows for continued student choice of electives.
- Should we be forced into Stage 3 (some face to face and remote learning) or Stage 4 (remote learning only), the
quarter system reduces the amount of courses a learner has to manage in a given period of time.
Grade 7 and 8 program:
Our grade 7 and 8 students will still be scheduled following a cohorted, team model as they were prior to COVID-19.
They will have 1 or 2 main academic teachers that will teach Math/Science and English/Socials, Career Education along
with advisory. In addition, each class will remain together to participate in a variety of electives (Home Ec, Fine Arts,
Shop, Technology) as well as Physical Education taught by teachers outside of their team. As their main teacher(s) will
be a part of their learning group for the entire year, they will not need to practice physical distancing with their
students. Nor will the students need to practice physical distancing with others in their grade.
Grade 9-12:
All grade 9-12 students will have two courses each quarter - one in the morning and one in the afternoon. All students,
upon successful completion of each of their courses, will receive credit for a full year of courses (8).
In order to ensure that the Ministry's guidelines were followed, some electives have been split into junior (grade 9/10)
and senior (grade 11/12) electives. As well, in order to ensure that required courses were assigned to all students, and
a full timetable was given, this may have limited elective offerings. Counsellors have done their best to honour elective
priorities, but in some cases, that was not possible.
It is also important to note that once a quarter has started, the learning group cannot be changed due to health
regulations, therefore no timetable changes can be made for that quarter.
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Describe the plan to support students with diverse abilities.
We will continue to respect the principles of equity and inclusion for all learners of Chemainus Secondary. Most
students with disabilities/diverse abilities or medical complexity are not considered at greater risk of experiencing
severe illness from COVID-19. Ministry of Education’s “Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K-12 Setting”
Students with Diverse Abilities / Disabilities will be included in all learning groups (cohorts) supported by school staff
and district itinerant staff as needed.
Transition plans for a safe return to school (including IEP goals) will be reviewed in consultation with families and staff.
Families will be required to complete the Daily Self Check for all students. Families with children who require extra
support are encouraged to reach out to their school principal to discuss a safe transition to school. Families with
children with diverse abilities considering Distributed Learning, please contact your school principal.
According to the Provincial Health Officer and the Centre for Disease Control, most children who are
immunocompromised can return to in-class instruction where safety measures are in place
(http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19-easing-social-distrancing-IS-children.pdf).
Should your child(ren) have a severe immune compromised condition, please consult with your School Principal and
your medical practitioner
(http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/priority-populations/children-with-immune-suppressi
on).
Families seeking an alternative to in-class instruction, and who do not wish to register their child in a distributed
learning program or homeschooling, are encouraged to provide a doctor’s note with specific information regarding the
medical needs of the child which will assist the school team with planning for the continuity of learning. Schools will
work with these families to ensure continuity of learning and supports are provided with accommodations. Specific
accommodations for each child need to be developed in collaboration with families and school staff. School staff are
committed to working with all families to ensure a safe and healthy return to school.
At Chemainus Secondary, we will have our Self Regulation room open throughout the day for students who require
learning breaks, extra support or a quiet space. In addition, we have 2 School Counsellors, an Indigenous Support
Worker and a Student Support Worker available throughout the day for students who need socio-emotional support.
As well we have our Admin team (Vice Principal Jennie Hittinger and Principal Lori Hryniuk) who will be available to
support all students in our community. These adults will physically distance from all students as they are outside of any
one particular learning group.
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How will the school keep parents and students informed?
We strive to continue to keep in touch with our community as much as possible through a variety of means: email, our
school Facebook site, school website as well as through our FREE school app that can be downloaded from the App
Store or Google Playstore by searching 'Chemainus Secondary'. As well, many of our staff (and student body) will
continue to communicate regularly through Office 365 Teams.
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What are families' options if being in-school is not their decision?
We encourage our families to reach out to us here at the school to discuss your concerns and address your questions.
We believe that each learner and situation is unique and we would like to work with you to determine what is best for
your son/daughter.
After reviewing our school's plan for September start-up, if you are not intending on sending your son/daughter to
their school, please contact your school to discuss options. You can reach us daily between 8:00-3:00 by calling our
main office at 250-246-4711.

