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INTRODUCTION
During this difficult and unprecedented time, the district would like to extend
our gratitude for the hard work you have already begun during this past week
and will continue to do to support our community. As we begin this next stage of
planning for the Continuity of Learning, it is important that we be mindful of the
difficult situations that many of our families, students and colleagues may be in.
As teachers, you have relationships with your students and their families that
make you uniquely able to be an important source of support, stability, and
comfort. With in our framework we recognize the importance of professional
judgment in supporting each of your students in this new learning journey.

Over the next days and weeks, individual educators, schools and school districts
are preparing to support student learning until normal operations are resumed.
Students will be supported with opportunities that allow for a variety of learning
experiences to develop literacy and numeracy skills, support social, emotional and
physical well-being and continue their studies in content areas across the
curriculum.

OUR APPROACH
Learners and families can anticipate that their school and teachers will:
Acknowledge that social-emotional learning is a key component of the
educational experience and will be evident in the competencies being
supported during the at home learning experiences
Make regular efforts to engage with students and families to provide
materials, resources and activities that will support quality learning
experiences that are sustainable over time
Be responsive to individual student needs in the learning opportunities being
provided
Develop activities, assignments and assessments that are accessible for
students and families, recognizing there will be varying levels of access and
familiarity with computer technology. Technology-based learning will not be
the only way that student engagement is supported
Identify priority core and curricular competencies that will be the major focus
of the at-home learning opportunities while regular classes are not in session
Share expectations of student engagement and the processes, requirements
and timelines that will be used for assessment, evaluation and reporting; and,

Communicate standards in place regarding protection of privacy and
online security and any concerns regarding the storage of student
information.

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING
Teachers are empowered to determine a final grade for children based on
work completed to-date and the assessment of participation in learning
opportunities that will occur over the coming months. Teachers are expected
to prepare report cards for their students for June.
The evaluation of learning taking place after the suspension of in-class
instruction should be in relation to a smaller selection of learning standards
which students are able to complete at home. Since many students may not
have easy access to specific learning resources aligned to the curriculum,
summative assessment should focus on the development of competencies and
key literacy and numeracy skills, rather than mastery of specific content.

PRIVACY AND PROTECTION OF INFORMATION

As schools and school districts develop their continuity of educational
opportunities plans they should review their guidelines and practices around
the selection of learning resources and tools with particular attention to the
issue of information privacy and security. Schools and school districts will
provide teachers with clear expectations as they expand their use of digital
learning resources and apps for student instruction and learning.

COWICHAN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT FRAMEWORK
FOR THE CONTINUITY OF LEARNING

Teachers will work with Principals and Vice-Principals to think about what the
continuity of learning could look like in each of their contexts.
Teachers will be given this week to plan for their students and will be
expected to provide learning opportunities to students no later than midApril.
When Teachers begin to develop modes of offering at-home learning for
their students. Consider the above and the following SD79 framework. All
plans should:
Be accessible - Be sensitive to the fact that not all students have
regular (or any) access to technology, so allowances should be made
for "low tech" ways for students to engage in learning experiences
Involve a simple process
Interaction => Feedback)
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Be manageable (not overwhelming, linked to core competencies)
Incorporate opportunities with ongoing feedback
Ensure delivery of learning opportunities continues to reach all
learners
Include methods of regular communication with students and families
Meet the families and students where they are at

EXPECTATIONS
2 – 3 connections per week with students – At least 1 should be a personal
connection directly with each student – for Secondary, within advisory type
system; for Primary, can be through the caregiver
2 – 5 hours of learning opportunities per week, per student
Do not overwhelm students / families
1 – 2 hours per grade 10-12 course (instruction and task time)
Reminder ‘less is more’
There needs to be an instructional loop – opportunity relayed > some sort
of interaction > feedback provided
Plan for differentiation, equity, and access for all, “can do” activities
May require individualization
Focus on Core and curricular competencies
IE. Self-guided inquiry projects
Please be mindful of families with multiple school aged children

For further information please refer to
Continuity of Learning, A planning Guide for Teachers

