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Describe the Learning Group model in the school.
As described in B.C.’s Back to School Plan, a learning group is a group of students and staff who
remain together throughout the school year, or for a functional period of time to safely optimize
student supports and learning.
Learning groups were recommended by the Provincial Health Officer to help reduce the
transmission of COVID-19 and, in elementary schools, they must not exceed 60 students and staff.
In keeping with the Public Health Officer’s recommendations, and based on École Cobble Hill’s
projected enrolment for the 2020-2021 school year, we expect to have 8 learning groups comprised
or 2 divisions (or classes) per group. Each set of learning group classes will include students in either
the same or similar grade levels.
Our learning group classrooms will be located close to each other and students in the same learning
group will share learning activities together if they wish. In Stage 2, members of the same learning
group must minimize physical contact but they are not required to maintain a 2-metre physical
distance.
At École Cobble Hill your child’s classroom will still be their primary learning environment. However,
classes will also have access to the gym, library, resource/learning assistance room, music room, and
the computer lab but specific protocols for use will be in place for each of these spaces. École Cobble
Hill’s students will also continue to utilize our school’s exceptional outdoor learning environment as
much as possible, including the playground, the fields, the garden and the forest adjacent to the
school.
The learning group model will enable students to safely interact with peers outside of their
classroom and help decrease feelings of isolation, which could be experienced by some students.
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What specific Health and Safety Plans are in place for students
and staff?
Schools can be operated safely by following public health principles like staying home when sick,
encouraging physical distancing and minimizing physical contact, practicing hand hygiene and
respiratory etiquette and frequent cleaning and disinfecting.
For staff, building entry protocols that were implemented in June 2020 will remain in effect:
• Self-assessment for symptoms of COVID-19 prior to entering;
• Initial entry and exit through designated area only (front doors);
• Handwashing or sanitizing immediately upon entering the building;
• Teachers Teaching on Call (TTOCs), District and Itinerant staff will sign in and sign out for contact
tracing purposes, and follow the same protocols as school staff;
• Non-enrolling teachers, itinerant staff and education assistants will maintain a 2-metre distance
from students if working with multiple learning groups; non-medical masks will be provided for
situations when physical distancing is not possible;
• Parents may not enter the school without an appointment and must be briefed on safety
protocols prior to entry.
For students and parents, a number of health and safety measures will be in place to create a safe
and caring learning environment both in the classroom and around the school as follows:
• Completion of daily health assessment completed for each child for symptoms by the
parents/guardians before coming to school;
• Staggered entry and exit to and from school to prevent crowding at drop-off and pick-up times;
• Staggered recess times to provide a greater amount of space for everyone;
• Regular cleaning & disinfecting of frequently touched items and of the classroom each day;
• Hand hygiene—diligent practice of rigorous handwashing with soap and water will be ensured (we
are fortunate that each of our classrooms has a sink and soap pump); this includes washing hands:
o whenever entering or leaving the classroom;
o before and after eating;
o before and after using any teacher-selected classroom learning tools;
• Arrows and signs to guide student and adult movement in common areas;
• More learning outside, when and where possible;
• Personal items from home will not be shared, and parents are encouraged to label their child’s
personal items with their child’s name;
• No sharing of food or beverages & students are encouraged to bring a full water bottle each day
(water fountains have been turned off, but the water filling station will remain on);
• Students are not required to wear masks. Families can choose to have their child wear a
non-medical mask at school. The school does have masks for students upon request.
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What changes to course scheduling have been made?
Changes have been made to our first week schedule to provide time and space for students and
families to safely adjust and acclimate to the start of this school year with lots of support. Students
in Grades 1-7 with last names starting with A-K will attend a full day on Thursday, September 10th.
Students in Grades 1-7 with last names starting with L-Z will attend a full day on Friday, September
11th. All students in Grades 1-7 will attend full-time starting Monday, September 14th.
Amendments have also been made to our kindergarten gradual entry plan. These changes will be
communicated to kindergarten families via email on Thursday, August 27th.
To reduce crowding at drop-off and pick-up, and to decrease the number of learning groups outside
at once during recess, our daily schedule will look like this:
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. MORNING SUPERVISION AND STAGGERED ARRIVAL
Duration of morning supervision is a full half-hour before instructional time begins. We encourage
more parents to drop students off between 8:00-8:15 a.m. since our parking lot is the least
congested at this time.
8:20 a.m.-8:30 a.m. EARLY ENTRY
Students already at school may start entering classrooms to begin handwashing; teachers will be in
their classrooms to supervise.
8:30 a.m. MORNING SESSION BEGINS
Remaining students enter via their classroom door to engage in morning session of learning.
10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m. PRIMARY (Gr K-4 students) ‘BIG’ RECESS
11:15 p.m.-12:00 p.m. INTERMEDIATE (Gr 5-7 students) ‘BIG’ RECESS
Physical distancing between members of different learning groups will be encouraged and students
will limit physical contact as much as possible.
12:00 p.m. AFTERNOON SESSION BEGINS
All students engaged in afternoon session of learning.
2:05-2:15 STAGGERED PICK-UP
Students will begin assembling outside by Division between 2:05-2:15 p.m. to provide a wider
timeframe for pick-up. More detailed instructions will follow so please be respectful and follow our
protocols to help everyone feel safe and comfortable.
2:15-2:30 p.m. AFTER-SCHOOL SUPERVISION AND BUS LOADING
Students will load busses as per Department of Transportation guidelines.
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Describe the plan to support students with diverse abilities.
Should your child(ren) have a severe immune compromised condition, please consult with your
school Principal and your medical practitioner
(http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/priority-populations/children-withimmune-suppression).
According to the Provincial Health Officer and the Centre for Disease Control, most children who
are immunocompromised can return to in-class instruction where safety measures are in
place (http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19-easing-social-distranci
ng-IS-children.pdf).
Students with Diverse Abilities / Disabilities will be included in learning groups and supported
by school staff and district itinerant
staff as needed. In order to safely support our students
with diverse abilities and needs, support staff will work with students from the same learning group
only, whenever possible, at a time.
There will likely be situations when a staff member needs to attend to the needs of a learner
requiring them to be closer than 2 metres from the student. In this case, staff members will wear
non-medical masks and support the student in the safest and most caring way possible.
As done in previous years, transition plans for a safe return to school for students with diverse
abilities and needs will be reviewed in consultation with families and staff at the beginning of the
school year. This includes reviewing Individualized Education Plan goals. Families with children who
require extra support are encouraged to reach out to their school principal to discuss a safe
transition to school.
Families seeking an alternative to in-class instruction, and who do not wish to register their child in
a distributed learning program or homeschooling, are encouraged to provide a doctor’s
note with specific information regarding the medical needs of the child which will assist
the school team with planning for the continuity of learning. Schools will work with these
families to ensure continuity of learning and supports are provided with accommodations. Specific
accommodations for each child need to be developed in collaboration with families and school
staff. School staff are committed to working with all families to ensure a safe and healthy return to
school.
Families with children with diverse abilities considering Distributed Learning, please contact your
school principal. We will review individual needs on a case-by-case basis to co-design alternatives to
optimize supports.
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How will the school keep parents and students informed?
École Cobble Hill has always produced a weekly bulletin (‘Bulletin hebdomadaire’) for families and
all staff, and we will continue to do so this school year. Since parents will have limited access to the
inside of the building (meetings must be scheduled and safety protocols reviewed and followed
prior to entry), we will add a photo section to our weekly communications so that you can see what
is happening inside the school.
As the first term of school unfolds and we have time to practice and refine our safety procedures,
we will keep you updated regarding any amendments to our plans via email. We will also update
our school website with relevant school, district and provincial information as it becomes available.
Teachers at École Cobble Hill communicate directly with parents regarding classroom-specific
information via email or the student agenda, in classes where one is utilized. Our staff email
addresses are all listed in the ‘Staff’ section of our website. Classroom teachers are happy to field
questions and work with you to address concerns that are specific to learning and the classroom
setting.
We have a very dynamic, creative, caring and engaged teaching staff at École Cobble Hill who
demonstrate great professionalism and leadership. If there are questions that they are unable to
answer, they will refer you to our administrative team and we will work together to find the
answers that you need to feel safe and supported.
Communication between home and school is an extremely important ingredient for making a
child’s school experience successful.
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What are families options if being in-school is not their decision?
Because we live in a predominantly English-speaking community with limited options for exposure
to French outside of our school, in-school learning for French Immersion students is the most ideal
way for them to engage in daily use of the French language and meet with successful outcomes in
our program.
Current educational options available to families this September are in-class instruction,
homeschooling or registering with Distributed Learning, which is not available in French. The hybrid
learning model that was offered in June 2020 is not an option at this time.
We understand that some families may be facing a unique set of circumstances and may be
exploring alternatives to in-class instruction. If you are thinking about homeschooling or Distributed
Learning and are wondering what the implcations are for your placement in our program, please
connect directly with Lisa Leclerc, Principal, via email at lleclerc@sd79.bc.ca or by phone at
250-733-2307. We will discuss your family’s circumstances in these situations on a case-by-case
basis.
Our goal is to keep our community connected during these unprecedented times.

