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B.C.’s Back to School Plan

LEARNING
GROUPS
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Describe the Learning Group model in the school.
George Bonner Elementary is organized into 23 divisions and 12 cohorts or “Learning Groups”.
Learning groups are organized based on physical proximity to one another and grade grouping
configurations to maintain the 60 person limit. Your child's classroom will still be their primary
learning environment.
Teachers such as the Librarian, Learning assistance, Arts Education or District Itinerant teachers will
practice physical distancing when working with students and wear PPE when working with children
when physical distancing is not possible.
All staff not connected to a learning group will be required to maintain a safe physical distance from
students and wear a face mask when physically distancing is not possible.
Educational Assistants (EAs) will be assigned to a learning group to support children in that group. If
an EA is required to support a different group to offer coverage etc. they will physically distance and
wear a mask when physically distancing is not possible.

HEALTH AND
SAFETY
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What specific Health and Safety Plans are in place for students
and staff?
Following our provincial and district safety guidelines various measures have been addressed to keep
the staff, students and parents in our school community safe. For example we have:
-Posted occupancy limits of specific rooms
-Directional signage/Visual signage
-Signage that encourages proper handwashing techniques and encourages physical distancing.
-Limited parent and public access in to the school (by appointment only - 743-5571)
-Designated pick up and drop areas for students
-Learning Groups
-Introduced barriers where necessary
-Created a self contained waiting area for individuals who present as ill and need to be picked up for
further health assessment.
-Staggered entry and exit to and from the school to prevent crowding
-Staggered lunch times to provide greater amount of space for everyone
-Staggered dismissal time
-Visual signage of where to line up for the bus - students will need to physically distance themselves
or wear masks.
-Regular Cleaning & disinfecting will happen every night, and frequently touched items will also be
disinfected at least once during the day.
Hand hygiene—diligent practice of rigorous handwashing with soap and water will be coached. Hand
sanitizer is also available in each classroom
-Outside learning opportunities encouraged
-Personal items should not be shared, and parents are encouraged to label these items with their
child’s name
-No sharing of food or beverages. Students are encouraged to bring a full water bottle each day
(water fountains have been turned off, but the water filling station will remain on)
-Daily health assessment to be completed for each child for symptoms by the parents/guardians
before coming to school.
-Students are not required to wear masks. Families can choose to have their child wear a
non-medical mask at school. The school does have masks for students upon request.
-No bells as bells cause students to congregate into a small area
-Staggered start times-8:30 for even numbered divisions and 8:35 for odd numbered divisions
-Staggered lunch playtimes 11:00-11:45 & 11:45-12:30 for grouped cohorts
-All divisions assigned specific entry and exit doors - Sanitizing upon exit/entry
-Staggered end of day dismissal-for even numbered 2:13, for odd numbered 2:18

DIVERSE
ABILITIES
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Describe the plan to support students with diverse abilities.
Students with Diverse Abilities / Disabilities will be included in learning groups (cohorts) supported
by school staff and district itinerant staff as needed.
Transition plans for a safe return to school (including IEP goals) will be reviewed in consultation
with families and staff. Families will be required to complete the Daily Self Check for all students.
Families with children who require extra support are encouraged to reach out to their school
principal to discuss a safe transition to school. Families with children with diverse abilities
considering Distributed Learning, please contact GBE’s administrative Team: Mr. Clark or Mrs.
Bridge. According to the Provincial Health Officer and the Centre for Disease Control, most children
who are immunocompromised can return to in-class instruction where safety measures are in place
(http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19-easing-social-distrancing-IS-c
hildren.pdf). Should your child(ren) have a severe immune compromised condition, please consult
with Mr. Clark or Mrs. Bridge and your medical practitioner
(http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/priority-populations/children-withimmune-suppression). Families seeking an alternative to in-class instruction, and who do not wish
to register their child in a distributed learning program or homeschooling, are encouraged to
provide a doctor’s note with specific information regarding the medical needs of the child which will
assist the school team with planning for the continuity of learning. GBE will work with these families
to ensure continuity of learning and supports are provided with accommodations. Specific
accommodations for each child need to be developed in collaboration with families and school
staff. School staff are committed to working with all families to ensure a safe and healthy return to
school.

COMMUNICATION
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How will the school keep parents and students informed?
You can expect the typical Monthly Newsletter that is sent on the last day of every month outlining
the school events and important dates and messages from the school community.
In the event, that additional information needs to be communicated in a more timely manner, an
email will be sent directly to families inbox’s.
You can also stay posted via facebook through the school or PAC accounts.

