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Describe the Learning Group model in the school.
Learning Groups at Quamichan School:
A learning group (also known at Quamichan as a cohort) is a group of students and staff who
remain together throughout the school year, and who primarily interact with each other. Learning
groups were recommended by the Provincial Health Officer to help reduce the transmission of
COVID-19.
Compared to other public settings, schools have a relatively consistent set of people accessing the
building. Learning Groups further reduce the number of interactions between students and staff.
This helps with contact tracing and limits interruptions to learning if a case of COVID-19 is
confirmed in a learning group.
Members of a learning group are not required to physically distance themselves from one another,
but will be required to avoid physical contact.
At Quamichan, our Learning Groups will be organized as follows:
Cohort 1: Divisions 8-1 and 8-2 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 2: Divisions 8-3 and 8-4 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 3: Divisions 8-5 and 8-6 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 4: Divisions 8-7 and 8-8 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 5: Divisions 8-9, 8-10 and 8-11 = 3 classes for a maximum cohort size of 90
Cohort 6: Divisions 8-12 and 8-13 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 7: Divisions 9-1 and 9-2 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 8: Divisions 9-3 and 9-4 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 9: Divisions 9-5 and 9-6 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
Cohort 10: Divisions 9-7, 9-8 and 9-9 = 3 classes for a maximum cohort size of 90
Cohort 11: Divisions 9-12 and 9-13 = 2 classes for a maximum cohort size of 60
ALL Learning Groups fall under the Ministry of Education's required size of 120 (which includes
students AND staff).
When students are with friends outside of their learning group (ie at lunch time), they will be
required to physically distance themselves from one another.
Teachers will be assigned to learning groups (cohorts) as well. There will be times when teachers
will be teaching classes outside of their cohorts. In each of these cases, the teacher will be
physically distancing themselves from students, or they AND the students will use personal
protective equipment (e.g. masks) if physical distancing is not possible.
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What specific Health and Safety Plans are in place for students
and staff?
Special Safety Measures:
Special safety measures help create safe schools and reduce the spread of COVID-19. These extra
layers of protective measures work in schools because schools are controlled environments that
have:
Consistent groups of people
Robust illness policies for students and staff
The ability to have most people follow effective personal practices like hand washing
We are committed to ensuring that Quamichan School is a safe place to learn for students and
staff. As we work and learn, we will all be adhering to the Ministry of Education's Guidelines for
K-12 Education as well as all WorksafeBC protocols.
Cleaning Protocols:
Our school district has augmented general daily cleaning protocols and has hired additional
custodial staff to ensure that daily (every 24 hours) deep cleaning can be achieved.
High touch surfaces, such as door knobs, light switches, bathrooms, etc, will be disinfected
at least twice in a 24 hour period.
Every classroom will be equipped with disinfectant solution, and desks and chairs will be
wiped down in advance if students from a different cohort share the same space.
Hand sanitizing stations will be available at designated entries and hand sanitizer and
disinfectant solution will be available in every classroom.

Daily Health Check:
Parents and caregivers MUST assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza,
COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school, in accordance
with the Daily Health Checklist (provided to students and parents). If a student develops symptoms
while at home, parents or caregivers must keep their child at home until they have been assessed
by a health care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases, and their symptoms
have resolved. See Illness and Self-Assessment Policies and Protocols in this document.
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What changes to course scheduling have been made?
How Have We Reorganized Our Schedule To Satisfy Cohorts?
Our school is usually organized with Grade 8 students in cohorts; they stay with the same teachers
for the duration of the school year. To accommodate Grade 9 cohorts, we have switched Grade 9
from a semester system (where they would have had four courses for the first half of the year and
four courses for the second half of the year) to a linear system, where they have consistent courses
and teachers all year. Students in both grades will go through an exploratory rotation, where they
sample all of the elective choices.
Simply put:
If your child is entering Grade 8, it will look the same as it would have in a usual year.
If your child is entering Grade 9, it looks a LOT like Grade 8!!
Here are some sample timetables, based on our four block schedule:
Grade 8 - SAMPLE SCHEDULE:
Day 1:
Period 1:
Period 2:
Period 3:
Period 4:

English
Social Studies
Science
Exploratory

Day 2:
Period 1:
Period 2:
Period 3:
Period 4:

Math
Physical Education
French and Hul'q'umi'num
Exploratory

** In Grade 8, Flex block will be determined and scheduled within the timetable by the grade 8
team teacher. See the student handbook for more information about Flex Block.
** Most students will only have two teachers for all of their academic subjects (in some cases, they
will have three teachers, and in French Immersion, they will have four teachers).
**Grade 8 exploratory classes include: Guitar / Ukelele, Drama, Information Technology, Art,
Applied Design, Rock Climbing, Dance, Foods, Coast Salish Studies, Career Education, and Wood
Work, and Metal Work.
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Describe the plan to support students with diverse abilities.
Supporting Students With Diverse Abilities:
As always, we will continue to support students with diverse abilities by providing them with rich
learning opportunities and access to school activities.
We will have our usual supports in place throughout our school. These include:
Teachers will plan for individual’s learning based on their personal learning needs.
Resource Teachers and Learning Assistance / Support Teachers will focus on helping
learners who need it most.
Individual Education Plans will be updated and monitored regularly by case managers.
We have a variety of spaces available for students who require learning breaks, extra
support or a quiet space.
We have two School Counselors, one Student Support Worker, and two Indigenous Support
Workers available throughout the day for students who need socio-emotional support.
We will continue to work to support students with diverse need in partnership with their
parents / home support team.
Over and above these regular supports, we will see to the following:
Students with diverse abilities who are not able to physically distance will not be excluded
from a cohort. Prevention and exposure control measures will be implemented to support these
students to access learning within a group (e.g. prompts, visual support, education using visual
modeling, social stories, and the use of a mask, if necessary).
Non-medical masks and PPE for situations where physical distancing is not possible.
Ongoing discussions and needs assessments to better understand the supports that
students and families may require.
For immune-suppressed students for whom attending in-class instruction is right for them,
we will work with parents / caregivers to develop a plan that provides options for learning to
ensure that appropriate preventative measures are in place.
For immune-suppressed students for whom attending in-class instruction is NOT right for
them, we will work with parents / caregivers to develop options to continue their child’s education
at the school level or at the school district level.
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How will the school keep parents and students informed?
We always work hard to keep parents and families well informed in a timely manner. We will
continue to communicate with our families in the following ways:
Email (which is our primary means of communication)
Our school’s Facebook
Our school website
Office 365 teams (once the school year begins)
We always encourage our families to reach out and connect with us whenever they would like to.
Parents can email or call the school anytime.
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What are families' options if being in-school is not their decision?
After reviewing our comprehensive plan, you likely have many questions. We really encourage you
to reach out to us to share your concerns and discuss options. We believe that each learner and
situation is unique and we would like to work with you to determine what is best for your child.

