
	

 

 
Recognition and Delegations  
 
Delegation from Vancouver Island Health Authority – Island Health’s Healthy Schools initiative 
is a comprehensive school health strategy based on the four pillars of healthy schools:  
healthy eating; active living; healthy relationships; and healthy practices.  Island Health has a 
SD79 School Health Team with the equivalent of 1.8 FTE nurses who provide immunizations, a 
youth clinic and participate in the healthy schools initiative.  Island Health’s Healthy Schools 
Survey results could provide useful information for the District both for comparison with other 
school districts and overall  provincial results, and also because with data you can advocate 
for needed resources.  
 
Shannon Waters, Medical Health Officer, informed Trustees of the scope of her role in the 
region.  As a Medical Health Officer she has power under the Public Health Act to inspect 
and close schools due to health or safety, examine general health of students, address where 
the health of a student may endanger other students or staff, and to advise schools.   

 
Board of Education 
 
Appointment of Superintendent – The Board announced that Robyn Gray has been selected 
as the new Superintendent of Learning and CEO of the Cowichan Valley School District. 
 
Ms. Gray most recently comes from the Nanaimo Ladysmith School District where she was an 
Assistant Superintendent and Director of Instruction. She is a strong educational leader and 
prides herself on being a champion for all learners through her dedication to building 
community, her drive for inclusionary practice, and her focus on the future. 
 
Meetings with Local Governments – The Board recently met with Directors from the Cowichan 
Valley Regional District.  
 
District Elder/Knowledge Keeper – The Board expressed the desire to establish a District 
Elder/Knowledge Keeper position. 
 
Vaping – Vaping among teenagers is significant and on the rise. The Board will connect with 
community partners such as Island Health and Our Cowichan to work together on a plan to 
develop community awareness around the hazards of vaping. 
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Legacy Wall – The Board will be installing a legacy wall to be housed in a public area of the 
School Board Office that will feature historical photos of the Board of Education.  
 

Education 
 
Temporary District Principal of Aboriginal Education – Superintendent Rod Allen introduced 
Sta’waltenaat tuni tsun utl Xinupsum (Mary Peter), who comes to the District with a wealth of 
teaching and leadership experience, deep community roots and support, and a history as a 
graduating student from Cowichan Secondary School. Her new role will be to provide 
leadership and guidance to the Cowichan Valley School District’s Aboriginal Education team 
during Swee’alt’s (Denise Augustine) 18-month secondment to the BC Ministry of Education. 
 
With professional history as a teacher, guidance counselor, and acting principal, Ms. Peter’s 
experience, combined with her unwavering commitment to students, and her community, 
makes her a sought-after leader for our District.   
 
District Update –Superintendent Rod Allen reported on the following items in the District:  
 
Snow Days – Thank you to Operations, Transportation, Payroll and District Office staff for their 
stellar efforts during the snow days. 
 
Student Travel:  There are two upcoming International Student Program spring break field 
trips: the first to Varadero, Cuba March 11th to 20th and the second to the Rocky Mountains 
March 20th to 24th.  
 
Compassion Week; Pink Shirt Day - Across the school district last week (February 25th to 
March 1st), high school students, as well as some elementary schools led a variety of activities 
in an effort to create inclusive, accepting safe school communities for all students.  
Compassion Week in SD79 began at Frances Kelsey Secondary and has since spread to all 
high schools in the district.  Activities included Random Acts of Kindness Day, Multicultural 
Day, Pink Shirt Day, School Spirit Day and Rainbow Day. 
 
 
Skills Canada Junior Skills – Regionals - Junior Skills competitions that we entered students into 
at Regionals this year included: 
1. Gravity Cars 
2. Spaghetti Bridge 
3. Sumo Robots (Just like it sounds, robots designed to push other robots out of a ring) 
4. Wind Turbine 
5. Gearbots (robots that are coded to navigate a course and complete tasks) 
 
This year we had: 

• 39 Secondary competitors and 226 Junior Skills Competitors for a total of 267 
(up from 144 last year) 

• 44 students received medals (up from 15 last year) 



	

• 20 students have qualified so far for Provincials (up from 9 last year) and up to 
12 more potentials 

• 8 Secondary students have qualified so far for Provincials (still 2 competitions to 
be held at Camosun) 

 
Try A Trade Program - Each year, the Cowichan Secondary School Applied Skills Department 
provides an exploratory, “Try a Trade” program to all grade 7 students in the School District.  
The program allows all grade 7 students the opportunity to work in a 21st Century 
constructionist fashion to discover various building trades.  Students are bused to Cowichan 
Secondary and will experience the following:  Work Safe Practices, Carpentry, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Drywall and Painting. 
 
Two Catalyst Learning Opportunities: 
 
1) Middle Years Math Challenge - On Wednesday, February 20th, six teams of four Grade 8 
and 9 students from Chemainus Secondary, Quamichan School, and Frances Kelsey 
participated in a team math challenge. These Mathletes had fun as they used their 
numeracy and computational skills to play, think, and collaborate. Other Chemainus students 
helped with setup, timing and scoring. One of the teams from Quamichan placed first, 
followed by a team from Chemainus.  
 
2) Elementary Chess Tournament  - On Wednesday, February 27, a total of 96 excited chess 
players from across the valley in Grades 2 to 7 met at Bonner for the District Chess 
Tournament.  They each played 5 games, and there were a few additional tie-breakers to 
determine first, second and third place winners. They represented 15 different schools, and 
students enjoyed the opportunity to test their chess strategies against the best players from 
the other schools. This is an important event and tradition for the district. Students start asking 
when the school chess tournaments will be starting in the first week of September, because 
they are so keen!  Studies show that playing chess has many different intellectual and 
academic benefits, and for many of the children, this is an important social activity as well. 
The game room is virtually silent as they concentrate on their play, but in the waiting room 
they go to when they finish one game and wait for the next to begin, they have a chance to 
interact with others who share their interests. For many of these students, this tournament is 
their first opportunity to win in competition, or to represent their school as part of a team. It 
was a wonderful day! 
 
Cowichan Valley Elementary Wrestling Tournament - The 6th annual Cowichan Valley 
Elementary Wrestling Tournament was hosted at George Bonner Elementary School on 
February 28th.  The tournament allows for the continued growth and development of 
Olympic Freestyle Wrestling.  Competitors were groups into pools of four by weight gender 
and experience level.  Modified rules are followed in order to promote safety and 
competitive matches for all wrestlers competing.  The tournament highlights the growth of 
wrestling in the District with Bench Elementary, Ecole Cobble Hill, and George Bonner all 
featuring elementary programs.  This is in addition to wrestlers throughout the district who train 
with the Cowichan Valley Wrestling Club (CVWC) and have the opportunity to represent their 
schools.  The tournament provides a leadership opportunity for Secondary wrestlers from 
Cowichan Secondary, Frances Kelsey Secondary, Chemainus Secondary and Quamichan 
School to serve as role models and tournament officials for elementary wrestlers. 



	

 
Chemainus Secondary – An older couple in the Chemainus neighbourhood were in 
desperate need of help to clear some snow from their ramp, driveway, sidewalk and car as 
they were trapped at home.  Chemainus Secondary had two students, Brayden Wolfe and 
Christian Neufeld, come to the rescue. An hour later the school go this message from the 
homeowner:  Please accept our thanks from the bottom of our heart for helping us with snow 
clearing at such a short notice; the students were very caring, conscientious and helpful and 
can’t thank you enough for your thoughtfulness and timely help. We are so proud of living in 
such a nice and caring community and have great appreciation for Chemainus High 
Secondary school.  Both our children graduated from this school in 1998 and 1999. 
It was nice meeting you today, I have limited mobility and walk with a walker but if I could be 
of any help to your school, please don’t hesitate to give me a call. Thanks and please 
accept this brief note as a gesture of our heartfelt appreciate for all your care, help and 
thoughtfulness. 
 
Mill Bay Nature School – Mill Bay Nature School’s playground has been installed.  A gigantic 
20,000 pound fire ring was raised and put into place on the field on Feb 22nd.  This 
memorable and iconic steel ring was harvested from the ruins of the Bamberton lime kiln.  
Above the fire ring now sits a moveable stage.  The builders created a rolling “wagon” using 
wooden wheels and a series of tow ropes that the kids can use to pull it back and forth.  
 
Alexander Elementary – A group of Alexander Elementary student dancers, along with their 
Ab Ed teacher, an ASW and a community member, have been working with the students at 
Mill Bay Nature School teaching them dance.  They scheduled several Thursdays to do this 
and Thursday, March 7th is their final day. 
 
Cowichan Secondary and Quamichan – On February 26th students from Cowichan 
Secondary and Quamichan School participated in a STEAM workshop sponsored by the 
Ministry of Education and EVERfi, a company whose focus is on using technology to enhance 
student learning.  Keynote presenter Brenda Bailey, CEO of DigiBC (The Interactive & Digital 
Media Industry Association of BC) captured the imagination of students with real life, local 
examples of creativity and innovation in the digital gaming industry.  After Brenda’s 
presentation, members of the EVERfi team led students on a discovery exercise culminating 
with a detailed discussion on improving the game experience in the well-loved classic, Tetris. 
 

Business 
 
Capital Plan Update – A capital plan announcement is expected tomorrow. These will be 
minor capital items such as boiler replacement, energy projects, roofing, etc. The District’s 
capital plan for next year is due the end of June.     
 
  



	

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 
 

MEETING DATE/TIME LOCATION 
Closed Board Meeting March 5, 3:30 p.m. Yuxwule’ Eagle Room (Boardroom) 

Open Board Meeting March 5, 4:30 p.m. Yuxwule’ Eagle Room (Boardroom) 

DSAC Meeting March 6, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. CVOLC 

BCSTA Leadership Conference March 7 - 8, 8:30 – 3:30 Nanaimo 

Board Education and Business Committee Meeting March 26, 4:00 p.m. Yuxwule’ Eagle Room (Boardroom) 

 


